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inevitable* The public is a varied conglomeration of
people, and its tastes are never the same* It may or
may not object to a film which comes dangerously near
to toeing the blue pencil mark, but it will always be
eager to see a film which is full of thrills and blood-curd-
ling adventures* , A film depicting, for example, the
wonders of the submarine deep or some scenic views of
a foreign country, is valuable from an educational point
of view, but it does not seem to be so well sought after
as one which gives the spectator thrill after thrill, or sets
his nerves on ends* Therefore, the public has to rely
upon the judgment of a National Board of Film Censors
to sift and sort whatever are to be exhibited before the
public*

In yet other quarters it is suggested that theatre-going
is a bad habit* The actors and actresses, it is alleged,
lead a doubtful life; so to patronise them is to encourage
them in their questionable ways of living* The atmosphere
of a theatre itself is bad, for as in a bad novel, so in a bad
play, there is the same element of suggestiveness* Besides,
on the stage, the actresses are attired immodestly, and
this cannot but produce false impressions of decency and
propriety on the young people*

Now the above seems to be a rather harsh view of the
stage and those who make their living out of it* It is
not denied that, as there are always black sheep in a flock,
so there are actors and actresses who do no credit to their
profession* On the other hand, it is unfair to impugn
the integrity or good name of a profession simply because
a few of its members are unworthy of their trade*

Personally, I am not in favour of lowering the moral